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Playing on the Changes features 13 jazz etudes through the various chord qualities found in

standards and jazz tunes in all 12 keys. Areas covered include major 7th chords, minor 7th chords,

dominant 7th chords (Mixolydian, altered dominant, and half-whole diminished), minor ii (flat-5)

chords, tritone substitutions, and a variety of progressions using all of the above. Bob Mintzer has

written out etude solos that traverse the changes in a way that familiarizes you with the sound of

each harmonic setting. Each etude is modeled after ideas---such as melodic and rhythmic patterns

that create continuity---and singable melodies that he recommends using when improvising through

the chord changes. Using the TNT 2 software, listen to and analyze the etudes, and then remove

Mintzer's saxophone from the mix to practice and play these harmonic exercises on your own with a

stellar rhythm section. The amazing TNT 2 software allows you to slow down the tempo, too!
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This book is absolutely amazing!!! Professional jazz musicians will benefit from Bob's years of

developed language. I practice this everyday and imagine it will take me at least 6 months to get

through the first two or three etudes. I take every pattern through all of the keys. The rhythm section

swings and feels really good. It's a great resource to add to your repertoire!!! -Sal Crocker-
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